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Pariah Prince Andrew: is there any way back to public life after Virginia Giuffre settlement?

The Duke has been removed from virtually all facets of royal life, but he is unlikely ever to give up hope of returning to the fold
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The Queen had just helped to pay off a victim of sex trafficking to get Prince Andrew out of a hole, so he might have been expected to

slump into a pit of self-loathing on Tuesday. Instead, he was cheered by the day ’s events, according to royal insiders, thankful that his 11-

year legal battle with Virginia Roberts-Giuffre was finally over.

“He is feeling relatively chipper, under the circumstances,” said a friend. “ You can understand the level of personal relief involved.”

In his eyes, it meant his thoughts could finally turn to the future – to the business of returning to some sort of public role that would give

him an outlet for his talents.

The thought of the Duke of York returning to royal life is as abhorrent to most of the Royal family as it is to the public, but Andrew is

incapable of seeing himself as others see him.

The man who initially thought his catastrophic Newsnight interview had been a triumph is unlikely ever to give up hope of one day

returning to the fold.

At the age of 61, he has a lot of years ahead of him, which cannot be spent entirely on the golf course, even for someone with such an

unquenchable passion for the sport.

Advisers have already mused on the possibility of him picking up the threads of his royal duties in as little as two years.

The Prince of Wales and the Duke of Cambridge have made it abundantly clear, however, that Andrew will have no formal role during

their reigns and surely even the Queen’s patience with her supposedly favourite child has now been tested beyond breaking point.

What, then, are the options for Prince Andrew as he ponders what to do with the rest of his life?

The Duke is so incapable of accepting he has done wrong that he regarded his 2019 Newsnight interview with Emily Maitlis as a roaring success CREDIT: BBC

Allyson Stewart-Allen, a PR consultant and founding chief executive of International Marketing Partners, says that Andrew is “radioactive

as a brand” and will need to show humility if he is ever to better his reputation.

She suggested that if he donated his time to working for charities supporting women, and showed a “genuine interest in trying to help

people who are victims”, it might “ build his credibility, to some extent ”.

He would also be well advised to publicly urge his former friend Ghislaine Maxwell to “confront her own relationship with Epstein”, said

Stewart-Allen.

Whatever else happens, one source close to his team has made it clear that the Duke will be advised not to raise his head above the

parapet for at least a year. They suggested he could, in theory, test public opinion next year, either with a public appearance or an

interview.

If that was well received, he would be advised to wait until 2024 before exploring any further options.
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Even then, any royal role seems limited to the duration of the Queen’s reign. The Prince of Wales has left no doubt that his brother has no

future as a working member of the Royal family. The two had clashed before the Epstein affair over the issues of bodyguards and official

roles for Princesses Beatrice and Eugenie, and Andrew lost hands down.

Sources in the York camp claim he has spent the past two years in a period of “self-reflection”. One said: “I’m not sure whether he has had

counselling, but he has certainly done a lot of thinking about his own childhood and where things have gone wrong.”

However, it may not have been enough to overcome the arrogance and naivety that have become his dominant traits. One friend said of

Andrew ’s reaction to the £12 million settlement: “The focus [was] on a very personal level… that he’s been putting up with this for 11

years. The fact that there is a resolution – and one that is seemingly quite diplomatic – is bound to be a source of huge relief.

“That, and the fact that it doesn’t impact on his mother, the Platinum Jubilee or Sarah [Duchess of York] and the two princesses. You can

understand the level of personal relief involved.”

The idea that the settlement has not impacted on the Queen or his daughters could only have come from a man as devoid of empathy as

Prince Andrew. Not only has a senior member of the Royal family felt unable to defend themselves in court against allegations of sexual

abuse, but the Sovereign herself has been dragged into the fray by having to pay off the alleged victim to avoid a jury trial. The Queen is

unlikely to share his “relief ” at such a grubby scenario.

Prince Charles has made it clear there will be no place for Andrew once he's on the throne

The Duke is so incapable of accepting he has done wrong that he regarded his 2019 Newsnight interview with Emily Maitlis as a roaring

success, when in fact his refusal to disown his paedophile friend Jeffrey Epstein caused such revulsion he had to step down from public

duties.

Maitlis later told friends that the Duke was so pleased with the way the interview had gone, he insisted on giving her and her film crew a

guided tour of Buckingham Palace while they tried to excuse themselves so they could prepare to broadcast their explosive scoop.

His few remaining supporters insist that he has learned from the experience and that, however deaf he may be to public opinion, he is

hugely aware of the repercussions his actions cause for the Queen.

One said: “There’s some relief that this closes down the civil action during the Platinum Jubilee. It ’s not a nice feeling for the Duke that

the Giuffre case would have tainted his mother ’s jubilee year. People underestimate that impact. He might be accused of lacking

emotional intelligence, but he’s very close to his mother.”

As for his daughters, insiders say Princess Beatrice “has been left absolutely devastated” by the scandal. Her younger sister, Eugenie, the

“edgier ” and more thick-skinned of the two, has also been “ badly impacted”, but is the more sanguine.

Which means that his greatest supporter, as ever, is his ex-wife, the Duchess of York. Despite divorcing in 1996, the couple have shared

the same home, Royal Lodge, since 2006, where to all intents and purposes they live as husband and wife.

Talk of a re-marriage has circulated for years, and the death of Prince Philip last year, the Duchess’s harshest critic, has removed perhaps

the biggest obstacle to a formal reunion. For the Duchess to give the Duke a vote of confidence by marrying him would be one of the

greatest strides forward he could take, and the Queen would be unlikely to stand in his way.

Before then, the Queen must decide whether her son should lose his military rank. Ben Wallace, the Defence Secretary, said yesterday

that the Duke’s rank of Vice Admiral, conferred on him on his 55th birthday, was in the gift of the Queen. The Duke, the only one of the

Queen’s four children to go to war, is immensely proud of his military service during the Falklands conflict, and demoting him would be a

painful decision for the Queen.

Instead, it seems likely he will stop wearing his uniform in public. Colonel Richard Kemp, who fought in Iraq, Afghanistan and Bosnia,

told The Daily Telegraph: “I think his public life should be over now. It is important that someone who like him has now been tainted

should not be any more publicly associated with the military. I don’t think he should wear uniform either, though these are things that

need to be decided by the Queen.”

Royal sources say he will be allowed to attend the memorial service for his father next month as a private citizen and as a son, when he is

expected to be wearing civilian clothes. But the question of whether he sits with his mother and siblings during the televised event is yet

to be resolved.

There are few historic parallels from which to draw inferences about the options for Andrew as he tries to salvage whatever dignity he

has left.

When John Profumo, secretary of state for war, fell so spectacularly from grace in 1963 over his love triangle with a 19-year-old model and

a Soviet naval attache, he did the honourable thing by resigning. He then quietly regained his dignity over the years by becoming a

charity volunteer, away from the public gaze.

His gradual rehabilitation resulted in a CBE in 1975 for his charity work, and in 1995, 32 years after the scandal, he sat next to the Queen at

Margaret Thatcher ’s 70th birthday dinner.

But Profumo felt genuine contrition for his actions and accepted the enormity of what he had done. And, unlike Andrew, he was never

accused of rape or sexual assault.

Prince Andrew ’s rampant ego and sense of entitlement will yet prove a stumbling block: recent reports about his treatment of palace

maids, demanding they rush up flights of stairs to close the curtains he was already sitting next to, have been a further setback.

And briefings from friends yesterday that he is “more of a grown up than people give him credit for ” ring hollow in the light of disclosures

about the 72 teddies on his bed, which must all be arranged in the right order every day.

He could, in theory, volunteer for a charity as an invisible foot-soldier, serving meals to the homeless, perhaps, in the hope of some form

of posthumous sympathy. However, not one of the 230 charities and organisations of which Prince Andrew was patron has made

inquiries with Buckingham Palace about restarting their association with him. His pariah status is, for now at least, total.

The Duke is immensely proud of his military service during the Falklands conflict, but it seems likely he will stop wearing his uniform in public CREDIT: Jack Taylor/Getty Images

Ominously for the Prince, there are suggestions that the terms of his settlement with Ms Giuffre have not yet been finalised.

Ms Giuffre’s lawyer, David Boies, told The Telegraph’s Celia Walden last month that money alone would not amount to vindication for his

client.

He said that simply handing over a large cheque would not be enough for his client if the Duke continued to claim he had never met her

and that a photograph of them together was faked.

There are also claims that Ms Giuffre may have only agreed to remain silent about the Duke until the Platinum Jubilee is over, which, if

true, would mean she could write a book about her experiences with fresh details about what went on. And that surely would be the end

for any lingering hopes the Duke might have of a return to public life.

